
 
 

MONTREAL-Local lodge 1751, along with the Bloc Québécois and the NDP, today ask the federal 

government and employers in the aeronautical industry, such as Air Canada, to work together 

so that inactive employees can have access to Canada's Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS). 

 

"Currently, companies like Air Canada receive the wage subsidy (CEWS) for their active 

employees but refuse to do the same for employees who are inactive,". It means depriving 

thousands of families of the income they need. " said Maxime Nicole, 1751 Local lodge’s 
president.  

 

Currently, a company like Air Canada is receiving and will receive tens of millions of dollars in 

federal government grants to pay the wages of active workers. However, the company refuses 

to make a request to give currently inactive employees access to the CEWS. However, the cost 

to the company would be minimal while the benefits for the Canadian economy would be 

positive. 

 

For the Bloc Québécois and the NDP, this is a logical request to maintain jobs, for all Quebecers 

and Canadians. 

 

 NDP Deputy Leader, Alexandre Boulerice supports this move. "We need to ensure that we 

maintain good jobs, especially in Quebec," added the MP for Rosemont -- La Petite-Patrie. "The 

CEWS should be used primarily to keep workers employed - not just to keep a company going. I 

ask that the Federal government keep working to ensure that the subsidy is invested in 

workers." 

 

« I am sorry to see Air Canada treat their employees with the same little consideration than the 

customers that they refuses to reimburse for canceled flights. I cannot understand why a 

company would refuse to keep its employees when it can be done at almost zero cost. With the 

Prime Minister publicly speaking of the upcoming end of the CERB and the job market stalled in 

the sector, there is no worse time for mass layoffs. In times of crisis, everyone has to do their 

part, and the thousands of worried workers can expect more support from their employers, 

who themselves benefit from state support. » Said Xavier Barsalou-Duval, Bloc Québécois 

spokesperson on transportation. 

 

The Local Lodge 1751 represents 2400 members in air transport in the Montreal area, including 

1900 members in Air Canada. 



 

 

 


